
1

What is a Brownfield?

Brownfields are properties that
are not being used to their full
potential because of actual or
potential environmental
pollution.

Brownfields are often
abandoned by property owners
due to fears about the liability
and expense of assessment and
cleanup.

Cleaning up and reinvesting in
Brownfields protects the
environment, reduces blight,
and takes development
pressures off greenspaces and
working lands.
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Heritage Square Brownfield Grant

The City of Astoria was awarded a $400,000
Brownfield Grant by the US Environmental Protection
Agency in 2012.  The grant funding will allow the City
to assess and clean up soil and groundwater beneath
the future site of Heritage Square, at the southeast
corner of 11th and Duane Streets.

The Heritage Square property historically has been the
site of a variety of businesses, including auto repair,
dry cleaning, and printing dating back to the 1920s.
Preliminary soil and groundwater testing shows that
these past uses resulted in releases of petroleum and
solvents to the soil and groundwater underneath the
Heritage Square block and adjacent streets.

The City will use the Brownfield Grant funds for
additional soil and groundwater testing, and for
cleanup activities that may include excavating soil
impacted by petroleum and solvents from the site and
transporting it offsite for disposal and/or constructing
a protective cap over contaminated soil that can safely
be left in place.

Heritage Square Development Plan

The EPA Brownfield Grant will help the City transform
the vacant lot into a vibrant public gathering space.
Heritage Square will feature a plaza that will continue
to accommodate the Sunday Market and an
amphitheater for outdoor performances.

Heritage Square is also home to the Garden of Surging
Waves, a tribute to the contributions of the Chinese in
Astoria’s history.  Construction of the Garden of
Surging Waves began in early 2012, and was
completed in early 2014.

Heritage Square Development Plan
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Brownfield Cleanup and Redevelopment
Astoria Heritage Square

For more information, contact:

Brett Estes or Jeff Harrington
City of Astoria

Phone: (503) 338-5183
Email: bestes@astoria.or.us

Email: jharrington@astoria.or.us
Webpage: http://www.astoria.or.us/page/400

Environmental Assessment
Soil and groundwater samples will be collected from Heritage Square in Spring/Summer 2014.
Sampling is expected to take less than one week, and will result in minimal disturbance to
pedestrians, traffic, and parking areas adjacent to Heritage Square.  Environmental cleanup
activities, which may include removing petroleum and solvent-impacted soil, and installing a cap to
isolate remaining low level contamination in soil, are planned for late 2014, concurrent with
construction of Heritage Square.
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